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SAFETY RULES 
Please read this operator's manual before handling your firearm. The  

following safety rules are placed in this manual by HKI as an important reminder 
that firearm safety is your responsibility. Firearms  

can be dangerous and can potentially cause serious injury, damage to 
 property or death, if handled improperly.

	 1.	 Never point a firearm at anyone or in any direction other than a SAFE direction, i.e. 
down range.

	 2.	 Treat all firearms as if they are always loaded.
	 3.	 Keep your finger off the trigger and outside of the trigger guard until your sights are 

aligned on the target and you are ready to fire.
	 4.	 Keep your finger off the trigger and outside of the trigger guard while loading or unload

ing the firearm.
	 5.	 Keep your finger off the trigger and outside of the trigger guard while pulling the firearm 

out of the holster or while returning it to the holster.
	 6.	 Be sure of your target and the backstop beyond.
	 7.	 Never give a firearm to or take a firearm from anyone unless the action is open and the 

magazine and/or chamber are free of any ammunition or brass.
	 8.	 Be sure that the ammunition you are using is factory loaded, is of the correct caliber for 

the firearm in which it is to be used, and that it is not damaged in any way.
	 9.	 Before firing, remove the magazine from the firearm, lock the action open, make sure 

the chamber is clear of any ammunition or brass, and check the barrel of the unloaded 
firearm for any possible obstructions.

	10.	 Before firing any firearm that is unfamiliar to you, make sure that you understand exact-
ly how it functions.  A lack of familiarity with the firearm can result in serious accidents.  
Attend a certified training course on any firearm which you intend to use or with which 
you are not sufficiently familiar.

	11.	 Always wear hearing and eye protection when using your firearm.
	12.	 Keep all body parts, especially the hands and fingers, away from the muzzle to avoid 

injury or burns.
	13.	 Be sure that no part of either hand touches or interferes with the slide. The slide is 

moved backward by the recoil force of the pistol during firing and may cause serious 
injury.

	14.	 Firearms should be locked and stored separately from ammunition and beyond the 
reach of children and/or any untrained individuals.

	15.	 Avoid the use of any alcoholic beverages or drugs before or during your use of a fire-
arm. 

	16.	 Discharging firearms in poorly ventilated areas, cleaning firearms, or handling ammu-
nition may result in exposure to lead; a substance known to be associated with birth 
defects, reproductive harm and other serious injury. Have adequate ventilation at all 
times. Wash hands thoroughly after exposure.
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STOP! Know how to clear this pistol before attempting to operate.

Clearing the Pistol - The HK Pistol is not considered �clear� or safe unless:
1. The magazine is removed from the pistol.
2. The slide is locked to the rear and.
3. The chamber is free of brass or ammunition.

To Clear the HK Pistol:
1. Make sure fingers are outside of the trigger guard and the pistol is pointed in a 

safe direction at all times!
2. Remove magazine - Depress the magazine release lever and remove the magazine 

from the pistol.
3. Open and lock slide - While pointing the pistol in a safe direction, lock the slide 

open by pulling the slide rearward as you press the slide release upward. Watch for a 
cartridge or empty case to be ejected from the pistol.

4. Inspect chamber - Inspect chamber for the presence of a cartridge or empty case 
by:
� Visually viewing chamber through open ejection port.
� Physically inserting finger into chamber through ejection port to check for the pres

ence of a cartridge or empty case.

Remove any cartridges or empty cases from the chamber or from within the pistol.

The HK Pistol is now considered “Clear.”
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SECTION 1  INTRODUCTION

The P Series pistol incorporates features of the successful HK USP Compact pistol with 
the latest innovations of HK engineers. Derived from a design produced especially for 
European police agencies, the P Series trigger system was introduced back in 2001.

A set of easy-to-install modular back straps allow the P Series pistol to be custom-fitted 
to any shooter�s hand. The P30 also incorporates interchangeable side panels for optimal 
fit. Ambidextrous slide release levers and magazine release levers make handling the 
P Series pistol natural and easy for right and left-handed shooters. Due to its modular 
design, the P Series pistol can be fitted to the individual needs of the shooter. A highly 
reliable, safe, durable, and accurate compact pistol with significant ergonomic features, 
the P30 pistol is currently available in 9mm. The P2000 and P2000SK pistols are currently 
available in .40 S&W, 9mm and .357 SIG.

Significant features include:
� Modular grip with exchangeable back straps to easily adjust the grip size to the shooter’s 

hand
� The P30 incorporates interchangeable grip panels in addition to the interchangeable 

backstraps
� Ideal size and weight to comply with the requirements of the full range of police missions, 

including concealed carry
� Set of �industry standard� mounting grooves molded into the polymer frame for installing 

accessory lights and laser aimers
� Picatinny Rail (available on the P30 only)
� Advanced design with contoured external surfaces to avoid snagging on holster and 

clothing 
� Polymer recoil absorber bushing (similar to the HK USP COMPACT) aids in recoil reduc-

tion
� Ambidextrous slide release (located on both sides of the frame) 
� Ambidextrous magazine release 
� Low-profile slide and slimline, compact dimensions
� Very short trigger reset distance to enhance the speed of multiple or follow-up shots
� No snag hammer with a rubber insert for improved dropped safety
� Polygonal cold-hammer forged barrel for less barrel wear, better gas seal behind the bul-

let, and easier bore cleaning

The P Series pistol has a modified Browning-type action, much like the HK USP and USP 
Compact. And like the USP Compact, the P Series pistol also uses a similar mechanical 
recoil reduction system. This system includes a specially designed flat recoil spring, 
contained in the captive recoil spring assembly by an absorber bushing made of a high-
strength polymer. 

The polymer frame of the P Series pistol was designed using technical experience gained 
by HK engineers in the development of the world’s first composite material pistols, the 
HK VP70Z and P9S, and more recently the USP, USP Compact, and special model 
USPs. These same high-strength/corrosion-free materials are used in the Mark 23/MK 23 
handgun made by HK for the U.S. Special Operations Command. Major metal components 
like the one-piece, machined steel slide are also corrosion resistant and treated with a special 
�HE� (Hostile Environment) protective finish. The HE finish is an extremely hard, nitro-gas 
carburized black oxide coating which resists much of the worst types of corrosion and wear, 
including limited exposure to salt water. 

This unique pre-cocked hammer system combines the advantages of a cocked striker 
component (constant level of trigger pull and short trigger travel from first to last round 
fired) with the double-action hammer system. This ensures an extremely safe pistol with 
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regard to unintended firing and, in case of failure to ignite, the possibility of a second or 
third trigger pull without the need of first pulling the slide back to re-cock the system. 

Law Enforcement Modification (LEM) V2 - P2000 and P2000SK Series Only
Double-action only mode - (Hammer uncocked)

1. Aim - Aim at the target.
2. Fire - Fire the pistol by pressing the trigger straight to the rear with 
	 gradually increasing pressure.

NOTE:   The P2000/P2000SK DAO/LEM Model U.S. fires in the Double-Action Only 
mode and its hammer will automatically return to the uncocked position each time 

the slide returns to its forward position and the trigger is released.

P2000/P2000SK pistols can be fitted with the Law Enforcement Modification (LEM) trigger 
and operate much like standard Double-Action Only (DAO) variants of the USP and USP 
Pistol. However, the way in which the LEM hammer is cocked is unique. The hammer in 
the LEM is a two-piece hammer comprised of a cocking piece (not visible with the pistol 
assembled) and an external (visible) bobbed hammer. 

HK devised the unique Law Enforcement Modification. In the LEM system, the quality 
of the trigger pull is improved, while at the same time a stronger hammer spring can 
be employed to improve reliability by increasing the firing pin indent on the primer. 
The stronger hammer spring also helps to reduce the slide velocity when firing �hot� 
ammunition.

The P2000/P2000SK pistol with the LEM trigger uses the rearward movement of the slide 
during loading or firing to fully compress the hammer spring instead of relying on the 
rearward pull of the trigger as in conventional DA or DAO systems.   
 
The cocking piece and hammer are rotated rearward on the hammer axle when the slide 
moves fully rearward. When fully to the rear, the cocking piece is held in the cocked 
position by the sear and the hammer spring has been fully compressed by the hammer 
strut. As the slide travels forward, the hammer is rotated back and held in the forward 
position by the hammer rebound spring. 

When the trigger is pulled rearward against the combined force (@ 7.5 � 8.5 pounds new) 
of the trigger, hammer rebound, firing pin block and sear springs, the internal passive 
safeties are disengaged and the sear releases the cocking piece. The cocking piece is 
then free to rotate the hammer forward on its axle, under pressure of the compressed 
hammer spring, imparted through the hammer strut to strike the firing pin and fire the 
chambered round. 

Double Action/Single Action (V3) - Available for all P Series pistols
Firing the Single-Action (SA) Mode Pistol � (Hammer cocked, DA/SA variant)

1. Aim � Aim at the target.
2. Fire � Fire the pistol by pressing the trigger straight to the rear with gradually 

increasing pressure.

Double-Action (DA) Mode � (Hammer uncocked, DA/SA variant)

1. Engage Decocking Lever � Apply forward pressure to the serrated surface of the 
decocking lever. This allows the hammer to safely assume the uncocked position.

2. Aim � Aim at the target.
3. Fire � Fire the pistol by pressing the trigger straight to the rear with gradually 
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increasing pressure.
4. Decock � Engage decocking lever to return to the double-action mode.  The P 

Series DA/SA variant will revert to the single-action mode on each shot unless the 
operator physically decocks the hammer by way of the decocking lever.

Unloading the Pistol - To unload the pistol, follow the �Clearing� procedure.

Clearing the Pistol - The HK P Series pistol is not considered �clear� or safe unless:
1. The magazine is removed from the pistol.
2. The slide is locked to the rear.
3. The chamber is free of brass or ammunition.

To Clear the HK P Series pistol:
1. Make sure fingers are outside of the trigger guard and the pistol is pointed in a 

safe direction at all times!

On the double-action/single-action variant, pulling the trigger will cock the hammer and 
immediately release it firing the first chambered cartridge. All subsequent cartridges will be 
fired in the single-action mode because the slide automatically recocks the hammer after 
each shot is fired.

Double-action/Single-action Modes (P Series pistol) - The P Series DA/SA variant 
(designated a Variant 3) is configured with a combination double-action/single-action mode 
of operation. The P Series DA/SA variant is not equipped with the LEM trigger mechanism.

In the single-action mode, rearward movement of slide cocks the hammer. Initially, this 
occurs by either depressing the slide release when the slide is locked back to the rear or 
by grasping and then releasing the slide. Serrations cut on both left and right sides of the 
rear of the slide aid the operator by providing a firmer gripping surface. After the first round 
of the magazine is chambered then discharged, all subsequent cartridges will be fired in 
the single-action mode again due to the rearward movement of the slide passing over and 
cocking the hammer.

In the double-action mode, pulling the trigger will cock the hammer and immediately 
release it firing the first chambered cartridge. All subsequent cartridges will be fired in the 
single-action mode because the slide automatically recocks the hammer after each shot is 
fired.

Decocking Lever (P Series DA/SA Variant 3) - P Series DA/SA variant are equipped 
with a decocking lever that allows the operator to safely lower the hammer without having 
to engage the trigger. The pistol will now function and fire in the double-action mode, 
however; all subsequent shots will be single action. The decocking lever is located on the 
rear of the frame to the left of the hammer and is activated by simply applying forward 
pressure on the serrated surface (see Figure 1). P30 Pistol is only available in V3.
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 Figure 1

On variants using a conventional double-action/single-action (DA/SA) mode of
operation, a decocking lever is mounted on the left, rear portion of the frame. It allows the 
user to lower the hammer from SA position to DA position. This variant of the P Series 
U.S. is readily identifiable by the presence of the serrated lever (see Figure 2).

 Figure 2

P Series pistols have an ambidextrous magazine release lever which is shielded from inad
vertent actuation by the flared trigger guard. The magazine release lever can be pressed 
with the thumb or index finger of the firing hand; in most cases without adjusting the firing 
grip.  

Another unique feature making the P Series pistol truly ambidextrous is the presence of a 
slide release on both sides of the frame. These slide release levers are positioned to allow 
easy actuation without adjustment of the grip of the shooting hand and are easily removed 
during operator disassembly.

Low-profile 3-dot sights are standard on the P Series pistol. The rear sight is drift adjustable 
for windage. Elevation changes can be made by replacing the front sight blade with an 
accessory sight of a different height.

The P Series pistol uses metal magazines to minimize the grip size. These magazines have a 
series of viewing holes on the back side for counting the cartridges remaining inside.

An extended magazine floorplate with a durable finger extension is provided on each pistol’s 
magazine. Floorplates on all magazines can be removed for cleaning and maintenance. The 
polymer floorplate offers a level of protection to the magazine if dropped. 
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WARNING:  P Series pistols, except special models with a magazine disconnect fea-
ture installed, will fire if the magazine is removed, a cartridge is in the chamber, and 
the trigger is pressed.
 
To reduce barrel wear, the P Series pistols have polygonal, cold-hammer forged barrels. 
This feature not only ensures longer barrel life and easier bore cleaning, but produces a 
better gas seal behind the bullet for increased muzzle velocity.

A set of industry standard mounting grooves for installing accessories is molded in the poly
mer frame. These grooves allow many accessories and targeting devices to be mounted 
on the P Series pistols without modification to the pistol. 

NOTE:  Improperly designed or installed accessories may result in damage to the 
mounting grooves and/or the pistol. Such damage is not covered under the limited 
lifetime warranty. Be certain to use only HK authorized accessories and follow instal
lation and precautions carefully.

The extractor of the P Series pistol doubles as a loaded chamber indicator anytime a live 
cartridge or empty case is present in the chamber. A red, painted portion of the extractor, 
or its protruding tactile feel, indicates the chamber is loaded. 

The P Series pistol is an extremely safe firearm with both passive and active safeties. The 
user activated HK Lock-Out Device is also installed on the P Series pistol (see pages 36 
and 37 for more information on this feature). Safe, simple to field strip and maintain, the P 
Series pistol is a reliable and trouble-free pistol. 

At Heckler & Koch, form follows function. All HK pistols are designed and manufactured 
to meet the operational requirements of demanding users and the P Series pistol is no 
exception. In a world of compromise, some don�t. 
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  Specifications
P2000 Pistol

___________________________________________________________________________________

Caliber	 .40 S&W, .357 SIG	 9mm x 19

Operating Principle	 Short recoil, modified 	 Short recoil, modified 	

Action Type	 Browning type, linkless	 Browning type, linkless	

___________________________________________________________________________________

Sights	 Three dot, fixed patridge	 Three dot, fixed patridge	

	 style, drift adjustable 	 style, drift adjustable	

Total Length	 173mm (6.81 in.)	 173mm (6.81 in.)	

Barrel Length	 93mm (3.66 in.)	 93mm (3.66 in.)	

Barrel Profile	 Six-sided polygonal	 Six-sided polygonal	

Sight Radius	 142mm (5.59 in.)	 142mm (5.59 in.)	

Twist Length	 250mm (9.84 in.)	 250mm (9.84 in.)	

___________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Height (with magazine inserted)	 138mm (5.43 in.)	 138mm (5.43 in.)	

Overall Width	 34mm (1.34 in.)	 34mm (1.34 in.)	

Weight (with empty 10-round magazine)	 765 grams (27 oz.)	 709 grams (25 oz.)	

Weight of empty 10-round magazine	 85 grams (3 oz.)	 85 grams (3 oz.)	

___________________________________________________________________________________

Trigger Pull 	 32.5 Newtons (7.31 pounds)	 32.5 Newtons (7.31 pounds) 

Trigger Travel (partially cocked)	 approx. 13.5mm (.53 in.) 	 approx. 13.5mm (.53 in.)

	 For strings of rapid fire, it is not necessary to release the  

	 trigger to the starting position. It will be sufficient to release  

	 the trigger approximate 7 mm to fire the next shot. 

Magazine Capacity 	 10 cartridges / 12 cartridges 	 10 cartridges / 13 cartridges	

Safety Features  	 × Double-action mode with hammer intercept notch

	 Ø Firing pin block Ù Disconnector

___________________________________________________________________________________

Variant 1 (V1)	 DA/SA

Variant 2 (V2)	 LEM

Variant 3 (V3)	 Decocker

___________________________________________________________________________________

**Specifications and models subject to change without notice. 
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  Specifications
P2000SK Pistol

___________________________________________________________________________________

Caliber	 .40 S&W, .357 SIG	 9mm x 19

Operating Principle	 Short recoil, modified 	 Short recoil, modified 	

Action Type	 Browning type, linkless	 Browning type, linkless	

___________________________________________________________________________________

Sights	 Three dot, fixed patridge	 Three dot, fixed patridge	

	 style, drift adjustable 	 style, drift adjustable	

Total Length	 173mm (6.81 in.)	 173mm (6.81 in.)	

Barrel Length	 93mm (3.66 in.)	 93mm (3.66 in.)	

Barrel Profile	 Six-sided polygonal	 Six-sided polygonal	

Sight Radius	 142mm (5.59 in.)	 142mm (5.59 in.)	

Twist Length	 250mm (9.84 in.)	 250mm (9.84 in.)	

___________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Height (with magazine inserted)	 138mm (5.43 in.)	 138mm (5.43 in.)	

Overall Width	 34mm (1.34 in.)	 34mm (1.34 in.)	

Weight (with empty 10-round magazine)	 730 grams (25.8 oz.)	 675 grams (23.8 oz.)	

Weight of empty 10-round magazine	 75 grams (2.65 oz.)	 75 grams (2.65 oz.)	

___________________________________________________________________________________

Trigger Pull 	 32.5 Newtons (7.31 pounds)	 32.5 Newtons (7.31 pounds) 

Trigger Travel (partially cocked)	 approx. 13.5mm (.53 in.) 	 approx. 13.5mm (.53 in.)

	 For strings of rapid fire, it is not necessary to release the  

	 trigger to the starting position. It will be sufficient to release  

	 the trigger approximate 7 mm to fire the next shot. 

Magazine Capacity 	 9 cartridges 	 10 cartridges

Safety Features  	 × Double-action mode with hammer intercept notch

	 Ø Firing pin block Ù Disconnector

___________________________________________________________________________________

Variant 1 (V1)	 DA/SA

Variant 2 (V2)	 LEM

Variant 3 (V3)	 Decocker

___________________________________________________________________________________

**Specifications and models subject to change without notice. 
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  Specifications
P30 Pistol

___________________________________________________________________________________

Caliber	 9mm x 19

Operating Principle	 Short recoil, modified 

 Action Type	 Browning type, linkless

___________________________________________________________________________________

Sights	 Open rectangular notch rear sight with 

	 contrast points (no radioactive)

Total Length	 177.5mm (6.99in.)

Barrel Length	 98mm (3.86in.)	

Barrel Profile	 Six-sided polygonal	

Sight Radius	 148.5mm (5.85in.)	

Twist Length	 250mm (9.84 in.)

___________________________________________________________________________________

Overall Height (with magazine inserted)	 138mm (5.43 in.)		

Overall Width	 34.8mm (1.37 in.)		

Weight (with empty 10-round magazine)	 740 grams (26.10 oz.)		

Weight of empty 10-round magazine	 93 grams (3.28 oz.)		

___________________________________________________________________________________

Trigger Pull 	 51 Newtons ( 11.46pounds)

Trigger Travel (partially cocked)	 approx. 7mm ( .28in.)

	 For strings of rapid fire, it is not necessary to release the  

	 trigger to the starting position. It will be sufficient to release  

	 the trigger approximate 7 mm to fire the next shot. 

Magazine Capacity 	 15 cartridges 		

Safety Features  	 × Double-action mode with hammer intercept notch

	 Ø Firing pin block Ù Disconnector

___________________________________________________________________________________

Variant 3 (V3)			   Decocker

___________________________________________________________________________________

**Specifications and models subject to change without notice. 
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SECTION 3  FUNCTION AND OPERATION 

WARNING:  Always clear the pistol before handling it.

Clearing the Pistol - The P Series pistol is not considered �clear� or safe unless:
1. The magazine is removed from the pistol.
2. The slide is locked to the rear.
3. The chamber is free of brass or ammunition.

To Clear the HK P Series pistol:
1. Make sure fingers are outside of the trigger guard and the pistol is pointed in a 

safe direction at all times!
2. Remove magazine - Depress the magazine release lever and remove the magazine 

from the pistol.
3. Open and lock slide - While pointing the pistol in a safe direction lock the slide open 

by pulling the slide rearward as you press the slide release upward. Watch for a car-
tridge or empty case to be ejected from the pistol.

4. Inspect chamber - Inspect chamber for the presence of a cartridge or empty case by: 
�	 Visually viewing chamber through open ejection port.
�	 Physically inserting finger into chamber through ejection port to check for the pres

ence of a cartridge or empty case.

Remove any cartridges or empty cases from the chamber or from within the pistol.

The P Series pistol is now considered �Clear.�

General - (Refer to Figures 3 & 4 for the location of the features described below.)

The Heckler & Koch P Series pistol is recoil operated and uses a modified Browning-style 
system, without a link, to lock and unlock the barrel.

Upon firing, the pressure developed by the propellant gases forces the slide and bar-
rel assembly to the rear. After moving approximately 3mm, the locking block will stop the 
rearward movement of the barrel. The barrel is pulled downward due to the engagement of 
the angled locking surfaces of the locking block with those located on the end of the recoil 
spring guide rod. The locking block disengages from the slide and the slide continues rear
ward independently from the barrel. The extractor, located on the right side of the slide, 
extracts the spent case. The ejector, positioned in the left side of the frame rearward of the 
magazine, will then eject the fired cartridge case. The rearward moving slide then cocks the 
hammer and compresses the recoil spring.

Once fully to the rear, the compressed recoil spring pushes the slide forward, stripping the 
next cartridge from the magazine into the chamber. If the magazine is empty, the magazine 
follower lifts the slide release into position where it can stop the forward progress of the 
slide and holds the slide open. If a cartridge is present in the magazine, the slide will push 
the cartridge from the magazine and into the chamber.

WARNING:  Do not rely on the slide position to determine if the magazine is empty. 
Always check visually and physically to ensure the pistol is not loaded.
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During the last 3mm of forward movement, the slide forces the angled surfaces of the barrel 
locking block against opposing angled surfaces on the recoil spring guide rod. This action 
pivots the locking block on the barrel up into engagement with the ejection port on the slide. 
The breech is now locked closed and the next shot can be fired.

Operating Controls & Components 

WARNING:  The P Series LEM incorporates a double-action only mode of operation. 
Anytime the trigger is pulled with a cartridge in the chamber, the pistol will fire from 
the hammer-down position.

In the double-action only mode, the hammer always returns to the uncocked (forward) 
position after each shot. All shots are fired in the double-action only mode.

Magazine - The P Series model uses the same magazines as the popular USP Compact. 
P Series magazines are constructed of metal with polymer floorplates, followers and lock
ing plate pieces. Cartridges are positioned within the magazine in a staggered arrange
ment but are fed into the pistol from a single row under the feed lips. The cartridges are 
visible through the numbered viewing holes located in the back of the magazine. For main
tenance and cleaning, all P Series magazines can be disassembled.  

No Magazine Disconnect Feature - For maximum functionality, most P Series models 
are not equipped with a magazine disconnect feature and can be fired with the magazine 
removed from the pistol. The ability to fire a semiautomatic pistol while in the process 
of loading or unloading is considered critical in a military, law enforcement or personal 
defense encounter. A magazine disconnect is only available as an optional feature on new 
P Series pistols (not the P2000SK) or can be retro-fitted to existing guns. Please contact 
HKI Customer Service for more information (tel. 205-655-8299).

NOTE:  To verify the presence or absence of the magazine disconnect feature, 
CLEAR THE P Series (see page 3), ensuring the chamber is empty, the pistol is 
unloaded, and pointed in a safe direction. With the magazine removed, squeeze the 
trigger. If compressing the trigger activates the hammer and the pistol “dry fires”, 
no magazine disconnect is installed. If compressing the trigger fails to activate the 
hammer, a magazine disconnect is present. 

WARNING:  P Series pistols, except special models with a magazine disconnect fea-
ture installed, will fire if the magazine is removed, a cartridge is in the chamber, and 
the trigger is pressed.

Ambidextrous Slide Release - A slide release lever is located on both the left and right 
side of the frame directly above the trigger. These levers are used to lock the slide open, to 
release the slide, and to disassemble the pistol. 

As a slide stop, it is lifted upward by the magazine follower or the operator’s finger as the 
slide travels rearward during recoil or manual manipulation. The slide release engages in 
the recess located on the left side of the slide at its midpoint. The slide release is spring 
actuated and is held down out of engagement with the slide until required. The slide release 
will automatically hold the slide open when the last shot is fired. As a disassembly lever, 
the left side slide release is removed from the left side of the frame when the slide is held 
partially rearward. During disassembly, the slide release on the right side of the pistol 
remains attached to the frame until it is rotated upward approximately 45° and lifted off the 
frame.



17

Magazine Release Lever - This ambidextrous, spring actuated lever holds the magazine in 
place within the grip by engaging in the notch found on the front of the magazine housing. 
Depressing this lever downward with the firing index finger or thumb will allow the maga-
zine, regardless of the number of cartridges inside, to drop free of the frame. The magazine 
release lever is shielded from accidental actuation by the design of the polymer frame and 
flared trigger guard surrounding it.

Frame - All sides of the polymer frame are textured to ensure a firm grip, even with wet 
hands or under conditions of rapid fire. The trigger guard is tapered with the front surface 
grooved to provide a firm grip when using two hands or gloves to fire the pistol. The frame 
is a one-piece molded component with metal inserts (locking insert and guiding part) cast 
into the frame during production. The slide rides on these metal inserts during operation. 
The front of the frame exterior contains mounting grooves for the attachment of accessories. 
The bottom rear of the frame has finger recesses located to the left and right of the maga-
zine well for manual extraction of the magazine, if necessary. The serial number of the pistol 
is engraved in the metal insert incorporated into the front of the frame, in front of the trigger 
guard, on the left side of the slide, and on the barrel locking block.

Sights - The P Series uses the proven 3-dot sighting arrangement. By aligning all three dots 
horizontally on the target, with the front sight dot centered between the rear sight dots, the 
operator can quickly and easily engage the target with a high degree of accuracy (Figures 3 
& 4). 

The rear sight can be adjusted for windage by drifting the sight to the left or to the right, 
depending on the desired shot placement. Bullet impact on target will move in the same 
direction that the rear sight is moved. Be careful not to damage the slide finish when adjust
ing the rear sight. 

Adjustments for elevation are accomplished by exchanging the front sight with a higher or 
lower sight. The height of the front sight is indicated on the bottom of the sight blade. The 
front sight must be removed by using a drift punch or an HK-approved sight pusher (con-
tact HKI Customer Service Staff for more information). 

To raise the bullet impact on target, a shorter front sight is installed. To lower the bullet 
impact on target, a taller front sight is installed. Installing the next higher or lower front 
sight will change the point-of-impact 2 inches at 25 meters, depending on the ammunition 
used. P Series pistols are function fired and zeroed at the factory at 25 meters, point-of-
aim, point-of-impact. Your actual zero may vary depending on the ammunition used and/or 
your style of shooting. 

SECTION 4  AMMUNITION

WARNING:  HKI specifically disclaims any responsibilities for any damage or injury that 
should occur because of, or as a result of, the use of faulty, remanufactured, or reloaded 
(hand loaded) ammunition, or of cartridges other than those for which the pistol was origi
nally chambered for.

The HK P Series pistol is designed to fire quality, factory-loaded ammunition, loaded to 
NATO or SAAMI specifications for use specifically in handguns. 

The following guidelines should be considered when selecting the correct ammunition for 
your pistol:

1. Be sure the ammunition you have chosen is compatible with your pistol-proper caliber, 
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cartridge, bullet weight, etc. Caliber markings on the P Series pistol appear on the left 
side of the slide and on the barrel locking block, visible through the ejection port on 
the right side of the slide.

2. Prior to loading the magazine and chamber, carefully inspect all cartridges for the 
following abnormalities:

� Cracked, split, dirty or corroded cases
� Improperly seated projectiles and/or primers
� Damaged projectiles.

3. Do not attempt to fire a cartridge in which the projectile has been forced back into 
the case. Upon firing, this condition may result in increased chamber pressure above 
safe limits.

4. Do not fire ammunition through a pistol that:
� Is foreign and/or outdated military surplus   
� Is assembled with corrosive primer and/or propellant
� Is exposed to oil, grease, water or direct sunlight. If possible, remove  

contaminants before use and cool down ammunition exposed to direct sunlight 
or heat. (Exposure to sources of heat could raise the chamber pressure of the 
cartridge above safe limits.)

� Is loaded specifically for use in submachine guns.

CAUTION:  HKI firearms are designed to function with quality, manufactured 
brass-cased ammunition. Use of steel or aluminum-cased cartridges is not 
recommended and could adversely affect safe and reliable functioning. Use of 
cast-lead bullets is also not recommended.

NOTE:  Use of +P and +P+ ammunition accelerates wear and reduces the ser
vice life on the component parts of any pistol, including the P Series pistols, 
and is not recommended. For further information on ammunition selection, 
contact HKI Customer Service at 205-655-8299.
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SECTION 5    INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

Filling and Emptying the Magazine -

NOTE:  Do not attempt to load more than the prescribed number of cartridges into 
the magazine. Do not alter the shape of the magazine housing, follower or spring. To 
do so may cause stoppages or the magazine may not seat properly in the pistol. 

Filling the Magazine

 Figure 5

1. Hold the magazine in the non-firing hand with the back side of the magazine resting 
against the palm.

2. Using the firing hand, hold a cartridge between the index finger and thumb with the 
projectile facing the palm. 

3. Press the rim of the cartridge down against the forward edge of the magazine fol-
lower or on the top cartridge already in the magazine.  

4. Slide the cartridge back into the magazine under the feed lips.
5. Repeat steps 1-4 until the magazine is full. The viewing holes in the back of the 

magazine allow the operator to confirm the number of cartridges present within the 
magazine.

Emptying the Magazine - Exert pressure with a finger on the base of the cartridge and 
push each cartridge forward out of the magazine one at a time until the magazine is empty. 

Loading the Pistol -

WARNING:  Forcefully inserting a loaded magazine into many pistols may cause the 
pistol’s slide to close, chambering a cartridge and making the pistol ready to fire. 
When inserting a magazine, always be sure the P Series is pointed in a safe direc
tion with your fingers off the trigger and outside the trigger guard. Failure to do so 
could cause you to unintentionally fire the pistol, resulting in serious injury or death.

 
Administrative Loading - Used to initially load the pistol before it is to be fired.

Slide rearward or forward, chamber empty.

1. Make sure fingers are outside of the trigger guard and the pistol is pointed in a 
safe direction at all times!	

2. Insert magazine - Insert the magazine firmly into the frame. Tug on the magazine to 
insure that it is fully seated and engaged.
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3. Chamber a cartridge - Chamber a cartridge by depressing the slide release or by 
pulling the slide fully to the rear and releasing it. Do not ride the slide  
forward!

4. Top off - Remove the magazine and top it off by inserting one additional  
cartridge.

5. Replace Magazine - After topping off the magazine, replace it in the pistol and ensure 
that it is properly seated and engaged.

Firing the Pistol -

WARNING:  
1. Be sure of your target and what’s behind it! A bullet from a pistol travels  
	 as far as a mile. It can easily penetrate wood or plasterboard walls or  
	 even a car door.  
2. Be sure that your hands and all parts of your body are kept away from  
	 the muzzle of your pistol at all times! 
3. Always wear eye and ear protection when firing the pistol.

Double-action only mode - (Hammer uncocked)

1. Aim - Aim at the target.
2. Fire - Fire the pistol by pressing the trigger straight to the rear with gradually increasing 

pressure.

NOTE:  The P2000/P2000SK fires in the double-action only mode and its hammer will 
automatically return to the uncocked position each time the slide returns to its forward 
position and the trigger is released.

DA/SA action mode - (Hammer cocked)

1. Aim - Aim at the target
2. Fire - Fire the pistol by pressing the trigger straight to the rear with gradually increasing 
pressure.

NOTE:  In the DA/SA mode, the P Series pistols fire in double-action mode for the first 
round. After the first round, the hammer will automatically return to the cocked position 
each time the slide returns to its forward position and the tirgger is released.

Unloading the Pistol - To unload the pistol, follow the �Clearing� procedure.

Clearing the Pistol - The P Series pistol is not considered �clear� or safe unless:
1. The magazine is removed from the pistol.
2. The slide is locked to the rear.
3. The chamber is free of brass or ammunition.

To Clear the HK P Series:
1. Make sure fingers are outside of the trigger guard and the pistol is pointed in a 

safe direction at all times!
2. Remove magazine - Depress the magazine release lever and remove the magazine 

from the pistol.
3. Open and lock slide - While pointing the pistol in a safe direction, lock the slide open 

by pulling the slide rearward as you press the slide release upward. Watch for a car-
tridge or empty case to be ejected from the pistol.

4. Inspect chamber - Inspect chamber for the presence of a cartridge or empty case by:
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�	 Visually viewing chamber through open ejection port.
�	 Physically inserting finger into chamber through ejection port to check for the pres

ence of a cartridge or empty case.

Remove any cartridges or empty cases from the chamber or from within the pistol.

The HK P Series pistol is now considered �Clear�.

If the pistol fails to fire, clear and disassemble it and check for:
1. Obstructions in the chamber, bore or frame. Remove obstructions.
2. Bad ammunition. Try new ammunition.
3. Damaged magazine. Replace magazine.
4. Fouling or lack of lubrication. Clean and lubricate the pistol in accordance to the 

instructions contained within this manual. 
5. Evidence of severely worn or broken parts. Contact HK or your unit armorer. 

If your pistol still fails to operate correctly, contact your unit armorer, authorized HK dealer, 
or HKI’s Customer Service Department for guidance.

WARNING:  If a cartridge is assembled without powder (a fault of the manufactur-
ing process), the primer alone has enough power to propel the bullet into the bore. 
A bullet lodged in the bore may cause damage to the barrel and/or pistol if another 
cartridge is fired and could cause personal injury or even death. This event is com-
monly called a “squib load” or “pop and no kick,” and is characterized by a reduced 
report and little or no movement of the slide. An alert operator could notice the 
occurrence of this event in time to avoid firing the next cartridge.

Selection and use of a Holster- 

Selection - When selecting a carrying holster for the HK P Series pistols, it is important to 
consider the following points:

1. The holster must not make contact with or actuate any of the operating controls. This 
includes the hammer, slide release, magazine release lever, and most importantly the 
trigger. The design of the holster must also not actuate these controls when the pistol 
is carried in, drawn from or returned to the holster.

2. The holster should not cause the slide to move (unlock) when the pistol is returned to 
the holster.

3. Accommodations must be provided in the holster for any accessories that might be 
present on the pistol.

4. Choose a holster designed specifically for the HK P Series pistol.

Returning the pistol to the holster - The P Series pistol must be made �Safe� (or cleared) 
prior to returning it to the holster. The pistol is considered safe to return it to the holster 
when:

1. All fingers are off of the trigger and out of the trigger guard.
2. The pistol is �clear.�
3. In DA/SA mode, the safety is on.

WARNING:  The pistol must never be returned to the holster unless the above proce-
dures have been followed or injury or death could occur.
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Storage and Transport -
1. Store or transport the pistol and its components clean and lubricated.
2. Store and transport the pistol without cartridges in the chamber, magazine or in the 

storage container.
3. Store and transport the pistol with the slide forward and the hammer down (uncocked).
4. Clean and lubricate the pistol and its components at least every twelve (12) months 

during storage.
5. Store the pistol and its components in a clean, dry, dust-free environment with regu-

lated temperature controls.
6. Store the pistol and ammunition separately under lock and key.

Long-Term Pistol Storage - Anytime the slide is moved fully rearward on the P Series, the 
hammer spring is compressed and held in that position until the cocking piece is released 
by pulling the trigger on the pistol. Therefore, for long-term storage (more than 1 year), it is 
suggested that the pistol first be CLEARED (refer to page 3) and made safe, then pointed 
in a safe direction and dry fired to release pressure on the hammer spring to maintain its life 
span. Store magazines empty to maintain maximum spring life span.

NOTE:  For optimal long-term storage, clear the P Series and release pressure on 
the cocking piece and hammer spring by dry firing the pistol one time.

Interchangeable Backstraps - P2000 Pistol

 
Figure 6

Extra Large, Large, Medium (standard), & Small Backstraps

Backstrap removal for all P Series pistols - Ensure the pistol is CLEAR and decocked 
(see page 3) and the magazine is removed. Dry firing the pistol will relieve any tension on 
the hammer spring prior to removal of the grip panel. With an appropriate metal punch, 
carefully tap out the lanyard loop roll pin (Figure 7). 

Extract the pin once it is protruding from the frame. When the pin is removed, the grip 
panel can be slid downward off the frame (Figure 8). Take care that the hammer strut and 
hammer spring do not fall out of the frame and become lost or damaged.
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Figure 7                      Figure 8      

Backstrap installation for all P Series pistols - Ensure the hammer strut and hammer 
spring are properly positioned on the back of the frame (Figure 9). Place the replacement 
grip panel on the back of the frame, approximately 1 inch (2.54cm) lower than its assem-
bled position (Figure 10), and push the grip panel up onto the grip rails. 

     
Figure 9                        Figure 10      

 Continue pushing the grip panel upward on the frame. As the grip panel slides upward 
onto the grip rails, the hammer spring will compress slightly creating resistance. Continue 
to slide the grip panel upward until it fits flush and there is no gap between the top of the 
grip panel and frame. 

At this point, the pin holes on the grip panel and the frame will line up. Carefully reinsert 
the pin and push it through the grip panel and frame using finger pressure (Figure 11).

With the pin properly aligned in the grip panel and the frame, carefully tap the pin until it is 
fully seated and centered in the frame (Figure 12).

  
Figure 11

Hold the Grip Panel in place while inserting the pin.
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Figure 12

Carefully tap the pin all the way back in.

CAUTION:  Be careful not to damage the P Series when removing and installing 
backstraps or grips panels. 

Interchangeable Side Panels and Backstraps - P30 Pistol Only
Three easily exchangeable back strap inserts/ grip shells of different heights enable a 
perfect adaption of the weapon to differing hand sizes. Exchange of back strap inserts/ grip 
shells is reserved of weapon mechanics/ shooting trainer.

Figure 13
Back strap (-M- Standard)

Grip shell left/right (-M- Standard)
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Removing the Grip Panels - First, follow the instructions for removing the P Series back-
strap. Once the back strap has been removed, the side panels will easily slide horizontally 
away from the frame of the pistol. 

Installing the Grip Panels - First choose the grip panels which best �t your hand. Then 
slide the grip panel horizontally into the grip slot. The grip panel will �t securely. Then, follow 
the instructions for installing the backstrap. 

Figure 14
Once the backstrap is removed, simply slide grip panels off the frame.


